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Reports from Matanzas — Yellow fever in Matanzas Province — Inspec- 
tion and precautionary detention of vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, December 16, 18, and 22, 
as follows: 

Referring to my cablegrams dated December 13 and 14 instant, 
reporting 2 new cases of yellow fever at Colon, and 1 at the Valiente 
plantation in Union de Reyes, I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing information respecting the same: 

The 2 new cases reported at Colon, and which are now isolated in the 
civil hospital of that town, were brought from different sugar planta- 
tions located within its municipal district. One of them occurred at 
the Alava plantation close to the rural town of Banaguises, and about 
9 miles to the north of Colon. It is in a Spanish woman, an immi- 
grant who had recently arrived at the plantation from Spain through 
Habana, to which city the infection has been traced. The diagnosis 
of yellow fever of a mild type has been confirmed in this case. I have 
been informed that there are about 200 immigrants of the same origin 
at present working at the plantation referred to, and it is feared 
that the infection may have spread among them, giving rise to new 
developments. Precautionary sanitary measures are, it is said, being 
taken to prevent the propagation of the disease. 

According to the last census, made during the American interven- 
tion in this island in 1899, the population of the district of San Jose 
de los Ramos, to which the town of Banaguises belongs, is 6,765. 
Making a low estimate at the present time, having in view the great 
number of immigrants arriving in the island since the census was 
made, it may be considered to exceed 8,000. The difference from the 
former number of inhabitants — that is, 1,235 — may be presumed to 
constitute, for the most part, a nonimmune element and a favorable 
medium for the dissemination of the disease. 

The other case of yellow fever referred to was also brought to the 
hospital of Colon from a sugar plantation near the rural town of Cali- 
mete, situated to the south, and at a distance of about 30 miles from 
Colon. The population of Calimete is about 4,000. 

The diagnosis in this case has not as yet been definitely settled accord- 
ing to the latest information. The patient is also an immigrant, a 
Spaniard, who likewise stayed in Habana prior to his coming to Cali- 
mete, and it is probable that the contagion may have been contracted 
in that city should the nature of the disease be confirmed as yellow 
fever. 

The second case at the Valiente plantation in Union de Reyes is said 
to be as yet doubtful, inasmuch as the patient visited Habana over 
twenty days ago. 

Week ended December 16, 1905: 

Bills of health were granted to 4 vessels leaving this port for the 
United States. One of these, the Norwegian steamship Fortuna, bound 
from the island of Curacao to New York, via Cardenas, Matanzas, and 
Habana, was held in precautionary quarantine while in this harbor. 
No qnarantinable disease appeared on board up to the time of leaving 
for Habana. 

Since November 26 no new cases of yellow fever have been reported 
within the city limits. As the period of incubation, which originated 
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from the tirst case of that disease, is overdue without further issues, it 
may safely be inferred that the contagion was successfully eradicated 
by the prophylactic measures emplo3 r ed by the local sanitary authorities. 

In reference to my cablegram of yesterday I will state that one of 
the cases recently reported at the town of Colon, originating from the 
rural district of Calimete, died December 16, and the true nature of 
the disease was not fully determined' until the post-mortem findings 
proved that the cause of death was not yellow fever. The other case, 
reported on the same date as brought to Colon from the plantation at 
Banaguises, has been confirmed as yellow fever of a mild form and is 
expected to recover. 

I am informed that a trained disinfecting gang has been ordered 
from Habana to the Alava plantation, with a medical officer at the head 
of it, for the purpose of disinfecting the premises, destroying all the 
mosquito-breeding places, and seeing that a screened ward is fitted 
up at the plantation so as to be prepared to meet properly any future 
emergencies that may arise. 

The new case reported at the Valiente plantation near Union de 
Reyes has not yet been confirmed as yellow fever. 

The local health officer has been directed to prepare an additional 
mosquito-proof ward for women at the civil hospital of this city, for 
the isolation of suspicious cases of yellow fever in that sex which 
might occur. An independent wooden frame close to the same hos- 
pital, now devoted to tuberculous patients, will be thoroughly disin- 
fected, and afterwards conveniently screened for the care of the con- 
firmed yellow fever cases, in the event this epidemic disease should 
extend in this city in some future time. 

December 22. 1905. 
One yellow fever confirmed reported to-day Valiente plantation. 

ECUADOR. 

Report from Guayaquil — Yellow fever declared epidemic. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Gomez reports, December 20, as follows: 
The local board of health declared 3 r ellow fever epidemic December 
19. 

GERMANY. 

Report front Berlin — Statics of cholera in Russia. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon McLaughlin reports. December 6, as 
follows: 

In the Vistula territory of Russia 23 new cases and 8 deaths from 
Asiatic cholera were reported between November 16 and 22. 

With the exception of 1 case and 1 death in the city of Lodz, 
all the cases were in the districts of Kolno and Ostrow, government 
of Lomza. 

In Kolno district the center of infection was at Jedwahno, and in 
the district of Ostrow, Czyzewo. Both Jedwahno and Czyzewo are 
small hamlets. 
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